2:13 


[A] They do not decree a fast for the community in the first instance fora 
Thursday, 


[B] so as not to disturb market prices. 
[C] But the first three fasts are on Monday, Thursday, and Monday. 


[D] And the second set of three fast days are on Thursday, Monday, and 
Thursday. 


[E] R. Yosé says, “Just as the first ones do not begin on a Thursday, so 
also the second set and the final set [do not begin on a Thursday] “ 


[I:1 A] Simeon bar Ba said, “A case came before R. Yohanan, and he decided 
it in accord with the view of R. Yosé.” 


[B] Now R. Eleazar was distressed at this, and he said, “Do they then 
abandon the statement of the law given anonymously [hence in the 
name of the sages in general] and favor the statement of the law made 
by an individual [hence a minority]?” 


[C] Then a teaching turned up that R. Hiyya had taught the matter in the 
name of R. Meir. 


[D] When he heard that R. Hiyya had taught it in the name of R. Meir, he 
said, “That is all right then. The elder [Yohanan] knows his lessons 
very well [for he realized that even though the passage was given 
without named authorities, in fact it represented the view of one 
named authority].” 


[E] R. Mana raised the question before R. Yudan: “Did not R. Hezekiah, 
R. Abbahu in the name of R. Eleazar [state]: ‘In any case in which 
Rabbi presented the law as subject to dispute, and then afterward he 
presented it without a named authority, the law follows the version 
given without a named authority’ ?” 


[F] He said to him, “It is not Rabbi [who taught it without a named 
authority] but someone else. If Rabbi presented the law as subject to 
dispute and then afterward he presented it without a named authority, 
the law follows the version not bearing the name of an individual 
authority. 


[G] “But in the case in which Rabbi, for his part, did not repeat the 
tradition as a dispute, but others presented it as a dispute, and Rabbi 
taught the matter without naming an authority, is it not an argument a 
fortiori that the law should follow the view of the anonymous version 
of the law?” 


